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“Mini capitals’ mooted for
Seemandhra to spur growth

___INCLUSIVE AGENDA

RaviReddy

HYDERABAD: The Union gov-

ernment has put in place an

action plan to develop major
Tier IT and III cities/towns in
Seemandhra region as ‘spe-
cialised mini-capitals’, The
new capital of residuary And-
hra Pradesh may be merely

the administrative and politi-

cal headquarters. :
In a bid to contain people’s

antipathy towards the Con- -

- gress in the wake of the bifur-
cation, the Centre is said to be

toying with the idea of decen-

tralised development instead

of investing heavily on new

capital. The new mantra
would be to develop at least
eight to ten cities/towns in
the region, depending on
theirimportance.

Blué—prihf

Highly placed sources told

The Hindu on Thursday that
a blue-print presented to the
Centre after the division of
* the State has strongly pitched
for developing a new capital
that would function merely as
the administrative and politi-
cal headquarters. “Apart from
the construction of the State
Secretariat, Legislature and
buildings to house govern-
ment departments, the Cen-
tre wants to give a fillip to
other places for alt round de-
velopment,” sources said.
- The action plan submitted
to the Group of Ministers and
Centre recommends develop-
ing Visakhapatnam, Vijaya-
wada,  Ongole, Tirupati,
Chittoor,  Kakinada and
Anantapur as | specialised
hubs or mini-capitals. Ac-
cording to information, Vi-
sakhapatnam may turn into
the fisheries and sea-food
hub. ;
- To give teeth to its plan, it
has been suggested that the
headquarters of the National
Fisheries
Board (NFDB) should be
shifted to thp port city of Vi-

hd

Development
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attract more investments to
- develop fisheries and

- sea-food based

~ industries. -
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‘sakhapatnam to attract more

. investments to develop fish-

eries and sea-food based in-
dustries. R
Kakinada will become the
focal point in the develop-
ment of petrochemical indus-
tries. Plans are said to ‘be
afoot to set up a corporation
exclusively to meet the needs
of industries dependent on
8as; acorporation on the lines
of one run in Gujarat Gas

‘Company Limited, Request

has already been made to
Centre to revive the Indian

Farmers Fertiliser Coopera-

tive Limited (IFFCO) plant,
the foundation for which was
laid in Nellore district, Keep-
ing in view the automobile
and transport industries’
concentration in and around

Vijayawada, it is likely to be-.

come the transport hub. On-
gole is said to be in the race to
become the engineering hub,
Tirupati or Chittoor are in the
reckoning to turn into agro-

i may be developed into fisheries and sea-food hub.
6 Shifting of National Fisheries :
Development Board mooted to

based and food-processing
hubs in the near future while
Anantapur is being tipped as
the hardware electronics hub,

Connectivity

Sources said the Centre
was looking at a city that has
the necessary infrastructure,
road and air connectivity be-
sides much needed assured -

- water resources, Visakhapat-

nam and Rajahmundry are
said to be one of the options
before the government be- -
cause of theif location and ac-
cessibility to communication
network. * = 5
Although 'no final decision
has been taken in identifying
the new capital, the Centre
appears to be serious about
ensuring decentralised devel-
opment and refrain from re- -
‘peating its mistake of making
Hyderabad a global destina-
tion at the cost of neglect of
other cities and towns in And-

hra Pradesh. :
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